
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     The psalmist writes, “Praise the LORD, my soul….He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for 

people to cultivate—bringing forth food from the earth” (Psalm 104).  

 

     I‟ve noticed that the farmers have been busy in the fields over the last week or so, preparing the soil and 

some even have started planting their crops. They can do all that they can in preparing and fertilizing the 

soil, utilizing the best machinery, and planting the best seed that money can buy. But it is only God who 

brings the rain, and it is only God who prompts the seed to germinate and grow.  

 

     The prophet Zechariah reminds us of this when he writes, “Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it 

is the LORD who sends the thunderstorms. He gives showers of rain to all people, and plants of the field to 

everyone” (10:1).   

 

     In the same way, it is God that makes the seed of the Gospel grow in our lives. The apostle Paul writes, 

“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor 

the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The one who plants and the one 

who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. For we are co-

workers in God‟s service; you are God‟s field, God‟s building  (I Cor. 3:6-9). 

 

     It is only through the grace of God that we find forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ and a relation-

ship with God. 

      

     As much as I love the smell of freshly turned soil, how much more sweet is the smell of salvation.  

Praise the Lord. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Bob 

 

 

 

    òIt is only through the grace of God that  
we find forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ  
and a relationship with God.ó 

 

 
 

Sheryl and Pastor Bob Hendrix 
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Pastoral search committee chooses 
pastoral candidate      

     We may feel we know Pastor Bob quite well 

after 10 months as our interim minister, but we have 

an opportunity to hear from him further at a Meet 

and Greet dinner on May 14 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  

He won‟t be preaching a sermon that evening, but 

will preach a „trial‟ sermon on the 15
th

 as a 

candidate to become our permanent full-time pastor.  

Following the service, a vote will be taken of those 

active members present, age 16 or older, to confirm 

the call to be our minister.  Be prayerful in your 

vote, asking for God‟s will in this important 

decision.      

 

 History of Grand Prairieñ Part 2 
     On February 22, 1867, the organization of this 

church was made and completed. As stated in the 

history at that time, ñ . . . the date was made 

memorable as the birthday of Washington and 

doubtless to all that 

were included in 

the organization.ò  

Rev. S.D. Bates 

was chosen as the 

first pastor of the 

church.      

     It was called 

the Free-will 

Baptist Church of 

Grand Prairie after 

the name of the 

township in which 

it is located, meeting as a body in the local 

schoolhouse until a frame chapel costing $2000 was 

erected by the church and dedicated March 1, 1868.  

It was built at the present location of our church 

today.              

     Rev. Bates continued in charge of the church for 

a period of seven years. During that time, several 

revival meetings occurred and the membership was 

increased to the number of seventy-five, at the close 

of his pastorate in 1873. He was succeeded by Rev. 

R.J. Poston, who was to receive an annual salary of 

$350. He was the minister of the church for two 

years.  Rev. J.F. Tufts came May 6, 1876 and was 

paid $300 a year.  He was to preach two sermons 

every other Sunday, one in the forenoon and one in 

the evening. His pastorate ended about January 1, 

1878. 

    Rev. Isaac Seitz came in 1878 and stayed four 

years until 1882. When he left, Rev. S.D. Bates 

again resumed his pastoral leadership of the church. 

He and his faithful members met every two weeks 

for services on Saturday and Sunday. They 

maintained Sunday School during the summer 

months. When Rev. Bates‟ second term was over, 

Rev. B.F. Zell came in December 1886 and stayed 

two years and three months, until March 1, 1889.          

     Rev. Melville C. Miner came as pastor and 

stayed just six months. He had been a missionary in 

India, where some of his children had been born. He 

left on September 1, 1889, and returned as pastor 

from 1902-1905. 

     Rev. Alva Crabtree came to be our minister in 

1891 and served until 1892.  His ministry began in 

southern Ohio and took him to central Ohio and 

Kentucky. His son was Rev. Marvin Crabtree and 

grandson, Bill Crabtree, who is known by many     

in this community. Bill is Jim Peters‟ brother- 

in-law.  

     Rev. J.A. Sutton served as pastor from 1892 to 

1894.  He was converted at the age of sixteen and 

ordained October 24, 1874. During his ministry he 

taught several terms of school and held various 

town offices.  

     Those who wrote the original history of the 

church recorded that the church burned, probably 

around Christmas time, after a program had been 

held, the year being 1893. The congregation was 

without a church until a new brick church was built 

and dedicated in September 1894, at the same 

location, this being our present church building. 

       Next month the history of the church continues 

with Rev. A.R. Toothacre becoming the pastor here, 

also at Morral Baptist (closed, no longer a church) 

and Wyandot Baptist Church.  (closed, no longer a 

church). 

 
Source for information about Rev. J.A. Sutton: Free Baptist 

Cyclopedia (Chicago: Free Baptist Cyclopaedia Company, 1889, pg. 

632;  Source for information about Rev. Alva Crabtree: Free Baptist 

Cyclopedia (Chicago: Free Baptist Cyclopaedia Company, 1889,  

pg. 140-141. 

Circa 1900 



  

Why do we have a little red church bank?  

An historic question for you to dig up and answer: ñWho 

built the little red church building bank that is used every 

Sunday for our Building Fund march?  What year was it 

built?  What was the purpose of having it built?  What are 

the funds used for now?  Hint: Ask Mary Rea. 

                                        

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

 

It's coming soon!  
     Yes, Cave Quest VBS preparations are moving along quickly and it is time to introduce our 

church family to our Cave Quest VBS website - https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/ 

gpbaptistchurch/gpgs/Home.aspx . Just copy and paste this into your browser and explore for 

yourselves.  Click on VBS details to see the Group videos giving you a taste of what our VBS will 

look like.   Click on Volunteer Registration to see and apply for ava ilable VBS positions.  (Nancy 

and Sheryl will be recruiting too ), so be praying about your part in this year's VBS) .  And finally , 

click on ôParticipant Registration õ to sign up your favorite boys and girls for this super , fun week 

set for July 25 through July 29.    

     The initial VBS volunteer interest meeting is Sunday May 22 during the Sunday school hour.  

If you feel called to volunteer your time, talents and gifts to the Lordõs service, this meeting    

will be helpful and informative.  

Cave Quest VBS Co-Directors  

Sheryl Hendrix and Nancy Sheaffer   

 

 

 
 
 
 

Whoooo wants   

to come?   I  hope 

youooo do! 

I bat you‟ll 

have lots of 

fun! 

 

? 

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/%20gpbaptistchurch/gpgs/Home.aspx
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/%20gpbaptistchurch/gpgs/Home.aspx


Theyõre graduating! 
     Alexis Nichole Campbell has been a familiar face here at Grand Prairie 

since her grandmother brought her here as a young child.  She is the grand-

daughter of Bob and Terry Campbell and daughter of Paul Campbell.  

     She started grade school at Ridgedale, then moved into the River Valley 

district.  She went to Tri Rivers for two years and during her senior year she 

finished out at JAG, on East Center Street in Marion. During her years in  

school she participated in 4-H, Volley Ball      

and track.            

     After graduation, she would like to get a 

STNA nursing degree. Her other plans are         

to stay with her maternal grandmother in Las 

Vegas for awhile and perhaps join the Air Force.           

     Several jobs she has held during her high school years were at Kentucky 

Fried Chicken and also at the Kingston Memory Center. Our best wishes go out                  

to Alexis as she begins a new chapter in her life!  Her family and friends will 

celebrate her accomplishment at a graduation party on May 21 at GPBC. 

 

     Joshua Lee Steurer is a son of Gary and Joy Steurer and grandson of Virgil and Dorothy Steurer. While in 

school, Joshua has been involved in many activities. He has spent 6 years 

with the marching and jazz bands, playing the alto and tenor saxophone, 

French horn, and the bassoon. He has also been invited to play in the Marion 

County Harry Alexander Honors band and orchestra for the last 4 years. He 

has been a 4-H member for 8 years raising broiler chickens.     

    Joshua has been a member of the Ridgedale LEO club (Jr. Lions) for 4 

years, Youth Engaged  in Philanthropy for 2 years, Spanish Club for 4 years, 

National Honor Society for 2 years, and served on the Marion Star Teen 

Board his senior year of high school. He has been a member of the 

Ridgedale Bowling team for 4 years, playing varsity the last 3 years and 

serving as captain the last 2 years.        

     His hobbies include bowling, playing piano, 

and robotics. He has been involved with the 

National Robotics Challenge for his autonomous 

manufacturing model. He has won a silver, 2 golds, and a nomination for the Honda 

Innovation Award. He has also spent 2 summers at the OSU Engineering Institute.   

He will be attending Marion Technical College in the fall, studying robotics 

engineering. He would like to work as an engineer with Honda of America.  The 

Ridgedale High School graduation ceremony is May 22 at 2 p.m. at the school and  

is open to everyone. An open house in Joshua‟s honor is May 28 from 2-4 p.m. at 

Grand Prairie Baptist Church, anyone is welcome to attend.  Congratulations at the 

beginning of this exciting and challenging time in your life! 

 

 

Alexis Nichol Campbell 



We Celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries!

Happy birthday to:  
5/01 Brent Young 

5/01     Taylor Thrasher 

5/02 Tom Lust 

5/03     Cameron Thrasher 

5/05     Kaylor McDaniel 

5/06     Ed Lawson 

5/08 Lisa Dumm 

5/11     Carly Hawk 

5/11 Mike Thiel 

5/12 Rich Jordon 

5/13 Isaac Foster Lust 

5/13 Kathryn Elizabeth Jordan 

5/14 Cassie Lowery 

5/14     Colby Ryan Jordan  

5/15 Matt McFarland 

5/15 Don Beck 

5/17 Jim Issler 

5/17 Mike Smith 

5/20 Cody Reichard 

5/21 Mark Turney 

5/21 Dustin McFarland 

5/24 Norene Shaffer 

5/24 Adam Shaffer 

5/26 Joe Schroeder 

5/26 Charlene Smyth 

5/26 Scott Wolf 

5/29 Aaron Jordan 

5/29     Wyatt Groves 

5/30 Becky Bradac 

5/30 Bob Orewiler 

5/31 Dana Queen 

5/31     Ellen Smith 

 

Happy Anniversary to:  
5/01     William F. & Elise Chard 

5/04     Todd & Susan Seiter 

5/06     Eric & Karen Knopp 

5/11     John & Cheryl Schroeder 

5/21     Nick & Misty Lowry 

5/27 Ben & Jenny Shenefield 

5/30 Tobin & Pam McDaniel 

5/31 Chester & Laura Steurer 
 

Happy birthday to:  
6/05 Lisa Scott 

6/05 Jeffrey Garwood 

6/10     Rick Rizor 

6/10 Michayla Wilder 

6/11 Darrel Lust 

6/11 Merrel Lust 

6/12     Bronson Alexander 

6/14 Brent Jordan 

6/14 Violet Rowlinson 

6/15 Nicholas Postell 

6/15 Joshua Lee Steurer 

6/16 Joe Bradac 

6/17 Jacob Queen 

6/17     Chesney Alexander 

6/19 Rev. Dewey Shaffer 

6/20 Joyce Wolf 

6/21     Andrew Lowry 

6/22 Bob Postell Jr. 

6/22 Stephanie Carey 

6/24     Joshua Alexander 

6/24 Sharon Shockey 

6/28 Gary Steurer 

6/28     Shelby Seiter 

6/29 Anna Lee Hughes 

6/29 Laura Steurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy Anniversary  to: 
6/04 Jim & Brenda Donegan 

6/07 Joe & Becky Bradac 

6/07     Tom & Jan Veit 

6/09     Gary & Judy Prater 

6/10 Bruce & Ronda Thrasher 

6/10     Mike & Paula Kline 

6/11 Tom & Verna Wagner 

6/15 Bob & Janice Jordan 

6/21 Tom & Amy Garwood 

6/21 Kenn & Brenda Runkle 

6/24 Virgil & Dorothy Steurer 

6/30 Patrick & Monica Albright 

 

 

 

 

 

May June 

Updates  

of birthdays 

and anniver-

saries are 

appreciated.  

If either is  

not listed 

correctly or 

not listed at 

all—call the 

church office 

to make 

changes. 

 



====================================== 

                        This is whatõs happening!                                         

====================================== 

•05/08  Mothers‟ Day. Dan Moore will have a special 

program for mothers. 

•05/09  6:00 p.m.    JOY Circle at the church. Carol 

Ann Queen is the hostess.   

•05/14  10-12 a.m.  CPR/AED Class at the church.  

Sign up required.   

•05/14  5:30-7:30 p.m. „Meet and Greet‟ dinner with 

Pastor Bob and Sheryl. 

•05/22  Graduate Recognition Sunday.  

======================================= 

                             Please pray for:  

======================================= 

ǒIn care homes: Connie Schaber, Gene Hunsicker,  

Marlene Dumm.  
 

ǒHealth and other concerns:   

Chet Hammond 

Gene Miller  

Doug Melvin 

Shirley Dingus 

Ronda Thrasher 

Jim Donegan 

Polly Thompson  

Connor Walker Holmes 

Darrel Lust 

Logan Utley 

Jim McFarland 

Jeanette Settles  

     

ǒServing in the military:  

Jennifer Fletcher 

Lance Ludwig 

Miles Walz 

Holly Veit 

Justin Veit 

D.J. White 

David Vaughn 

Billy Chard and family 

Isaac Kunze  

Weston Tillett 

Colton Thacker 

 

ǒFamilies who have lost loved ones:  

Merna Rizor family 

Larry Sheldon family 

John West family 

Clara Streng family 

Vernell Freshour family       

 

                                                       

                     

     Thereõs a new baby in their family! 
     We extend our sincere congratulations to Jeff and 

Lauren Garwood, who welcomed their first child on 

April 12th. The baby boy has been named Warren 

Logan Garwood and weighed 8 lb. 6 oz. and was 21 

inches long at birth.  First-time grand-parents are Tom 

and Amy Garwood. Best wishes to all as they nurture 

this new little blessing in their family.  

 

____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our church family! 
    What a blessing to welcome Nancy Reep to the 

fellowship of Grand Prairie Baptist Church. Nancy 

comes by transfer of letter from the Willoughby First 

Christian Church in northern Ohio and is a resident of 

Primrose in Marion. Barry and Kathleen Warren 

expressed their decision to join Grand Prairie and we 

are also blessed to welcome them by letters of 

transfer.  May God bless all of you richly! 

___________________________________________ 

 

Our condolences extended 
    We are sorry for the loss of loved ones by several    

of our church family: Don Beck‟s sister, Merna Rizor; 

Sharon McDaniel‟s brother, John West; Verna 

Wagner‟s brother, Larry Sheldon; Ronda Thrasher‟s 

mother, Clara Streng; and Ralph Freshour‟s wife, 

Vernell Freshour. Please pray for these families in their 

time of loss and grief. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those who have a smart phone or internet service, 

you can access our website from the website address or 

scan the QR Code above. Either way, you can find out 

more about our church and we thank Joe Bradac, for 

being our webmaster.  The address is: 

www.GrandPrairieBaptistChurch.com.   
 

 

http://www.grandprairiebaptistchurch.com/


         

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


